“Easter spells out beauty, the rare beauty of new
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A Good Friday Wor ld
Easter is the most
profound and important
holiday in the Christian
calendar. Easter
surpasses any other day.
On Easter we celebrate
the risen Christ—an
event without which our
faith is empty and
hollow, as the apostle
Paul noted.
On a National Public
Radio program, Christian
writer and novelist Anne
Lamont once referred to
another writer, Barbara
Johnson, who said that
Christians are “Easter
people living in a Good
Friday world.”

Christians rejoice on
Easter because the
Resurrection is proof
positive that Jesus Christ
destroyed the power of
sin, death and the devil.
We fear these enemies
no longer.
But where Jesus builds a
church, the devil builds a
chapel, as someone said.
Like Christmas, the
Easter holiday has been
turned into a commercial
enterprise that involves
new spring clothes,
chocolate bunnies,
Easter eggs, greeting
cards, potted plants and
more.

How many understand
that to appreciate Easter
one has to jouney past
Good Friday and
Calvary’s cross? It was
the sins of the world that
put Jesus on a cross, it
was human hands that
laid him in a tomb. But it
was God’s power that
raised him to new life.
We live in a Good Friday
world. But thankfully, we
can sing: “Because he
lives, I can face
tomorrow/Because he
lives, all fear is gone./
Because I know he holds
the future/And life is

Earth’s saddest day and
gladdest day were just
three days apart.

What did Johnson mean?
She means that
Christians are those who
know the power and
reality of the
Resurrection, but who
also live among those
who have not made it to
the Resurrection, who
still walk in a world of
darkness, death and
destruction, symbolized
by Good Friday with its
dark clouds and three
crosses on a hill.

WHY ATTEND CHURCH REGULARLY
BECAUSE—God Expects It
“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together as the manner of some ….”
Hebrews 10:25
BECAUSE—Faith Requires It
“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
Romans 10:17
BEACAUSE—The Inner Man Needs It
“That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have
fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father, with his Son Jesus
Christ”
1 John 1:3

THE SPIRIT OF EASTER IS ALL ABOUT HOPE, LOVE AND JOYFULL LIVING.
HAPPY EASTER
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HO W T O MA I NT AI N A H EA LT H Y L EV EL OF I NS A NI T Y
1.

At lunch time, sit in your
parked car with sunglasses on

4.

and point a hairdryer at

5.

you get.
When leaving the zoo, start
running toward the parking
lot, yelling, “Run for you lives!

addictions, switch to

go.”

walk and see how many looks

3.

Tell your children over dinner,
going to have let one of you

SLOW DOWN.
Skip down he hall rather than

has gotten over their caffeine
Espresso.

“due to the economy, we are

passing cars. SEE IF THEY

2.

They’re loose!”

6.

7.

Specify that your drivethrough order is, “TO GO.”

Order diet water whenever

These are just a few ways you

you go out to eat, with a

can keep your sanity,

serious face.

no matter what others

Put decaf in the coffee maker

may think.

for 3 weeks. Once everyone

FYI

WE CAN CALL THE FOLLOWING
“LEPRECHAUNS!”
Every bad situation
will have something
positive. Even a dead
clock shows the

March 3
McDonald

Luke

March 7
Thomas

Nick

correct time twice a
day. Stay positive in
life. God know what is
best for you.

March 9

Emily Ginn

How does Moses make his
tea? Hebrews it.
I didn’t like my beard at first.
Then it grew on me.
What does a clock do when
it’s hungry? It goes back 4
seconds.

Our church mortgage is
approximately $56,000.

•

The elevator repair was
(hold on to your hats) $4157.88

•

Our totals expenses for
February were: $10462.00

•

The balance from the
Morrison Estate
bequeathment will not be
received until after tax

Amber Cookson
March 10 Heidi Fitch

March 17

I tried to catch some fog, I
mist.

•

Wendy Putnam

March 14 Patty Gagner

PLAYING WITH WORDS

$$$$$$$$$$

Jeremy Putnam

March 18 Marion Prince
March 20 Judy Antoniello
March 22 Sharon Bailey
March 23 Kristi Wescott
March 27 Elizabeth
Trainor
March 28 Dennis Gillespie

FRIENDS ARE ANGELS
WHO LIFT US TO OUR FEET
WHEN OUR WINGS HAVE
TROUBLE REMEMBERING
HOW TO FLY.

SEE HE RISES FROM THE TOMB
GLOWING WITH IMMORTAL BLOOM
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THIS ‘N THAT
This past month has found us battling
flu and snow storms. No church on the
10th because of snow; and evening
services cancelled on the 17th for the
same reason. And, I as write this today,
Feb. 22, the weatherman is saying, yup,
you got it right, snow on Sunday.
Attendance has been down to a low of
62, but is now gradually climbing back
up. The flu has been here and mostly
gone….thank heavens. I have been
lucky enough to escape it; others have
been diagnosised with pneumonia and
bronchitis. It has been nasty!
And, of course, there are those that
head south for a few weeks. Nice to
have Richard Clock and Kathleen Caso
back after an extended vacation to
Belize, Florida, and Texas. Both came
back sporting tans.
Roy Cornelius returned home to
Alabama to spent time with his family.
Angie (wife) has been here visiting.
Wonder how she enjoyed the snow?
Keep Mike Francis’s dad in prayer. He
is presently a patient at Togus
Veterans’ Hospital.
The church has received many, many
calls for fuel assistance. As of January
we are now unable to help because of
very low funds. It’s hard to say “no” to

people but our benevolence account is
exhausted. Pray for an early and
milder spring.
Vi Carter, we miss you. Hope you will
feel like being here soon. Also, among
the missing are Flo Russell and June
Miner. Time to shake the winter and
return…..you are missed.
Thank you, Brian Marshall, for
digging out the snow banks at the end
of the walkways. The plows left a steep
hill for you.

Great to see Emily and Tommy Ginn in
services last week. Emily was on a
break from UMF (Farmington) and
Tommy from SMCC (Portland).
Tommy is employed by the Town of
Yarmouth and Yarmouth Fire
Department.
Jeff Doten has returned to work at
Mercy Hospital. He’s has had shoulder
surgery resulting from a fall while
working on a stepladder.

Leslie Lyons has volunteered to be the
assistant treasurer. Thanks, Les! I
hope to take advantage of that offer.

Marlene Bryant, her daughter and
granddaughter recently enjoyed a
shopping trip to Bangor. My guess is
that Marlene did “A LOT” of
“purchasing.”

The elevator is now back in running
order. It was an expensive repair but
one that was definitely needed. Our
senior saints and others need this to
enter the sanctuary. Just remember, if
the button is RED, don’t push it.

Nadine Stanhope was a recent patient
at Calais Regional Hospital but has
returned home and feeling much
better.

Pastor Matt & Rachel recently enjoyed
some time away. Grammy volunteered
to babysit. Rachel said it was a nice
break for both of them. Those two little
boys can
certainly
keep their
parents
busy.

Avoid truth decay-brush up on

Jim Doten has been enjoying ice fishing
at East Grand Lake...one salmon made
it home. Delicious!
Doug & Mary McLellan are packing
their bathing suits. They will be
embarking on a cruise sometime in
March. This is a “first time” event for
both. Have a great time….everyone
here will keep an eye on Muriel.

Your friends are like buttons on an
elevator. They can take you either up
or down.

COMMITTEES, ETC.
Brothers & Sisters for Missions
recently completed an “absentee baby
shower” for a family that was burned
out. Numerous gifts were received for
the baby boy yet unborn. They were
delivered by Irene & Sally to a very
grateful mother.

coverage for the nursery and junior
church each Sunday from now until
May. A job well done…..thank you,
ladies.

Mary McLellan & Debbie Little of the
Christian Ed. Board have
accomplished the task of having

The choirs is practicing for the Easter
Cantata to be held March 30 at

The Diaconate is working on the Easter
programs….Maundy Thursday,
Sunrise Service, Easter Breakfast, etc.

6:30pm.
The East Area Association celebrated
the Lenten Season by having services
here on Wednesday evening—Feb. 20.
A great message was received by those
attending. A lunch
and fellowship
followed the service.

THE STORY OF EASTER IS THE STORY OF GOD’S WONDERFUL WINDOW OF DIVINE SURPRISE.
THIS ‘N THAT (CON’T)

Issie Gibson has to have a new pacemaker.
She will be at St. Joseph hospital on
March 5.That same day Judy Antoniello is
in Bangor for a cardiac appointment.
PleasE keep Gary & Kay Urquhart in
your prayers. Because of ongoing illnesses
they are preparing to move into an
assistant living facility in Rhode Island.
Please shower them with cards as they
prepare for this step they’re about to take.
Both daughters, Debbie and Diane, are
here to assist.

Ever wondered what happens when Hallmark
writers are having a bad day?
(a few examples)

My tire was thumping
I thought it was flat
your age
When I looked at the tireG

You look great for
Almost Lifelike!

I saw your cat
SorryGG.

Congratulations to Norma Shattuck who
recently celebrated her 90th birthday.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, Norma.
Welcome to 2nd Baptist, Mike and Shelly
Bodkin. Hope to see you here on a regular
basis. Shelly is the daughter of Irene and
Cecil Moreside. Mike & Shelly are
familiar faces to those of us who
“frequent” Calais Regional Hospital.

Happy Birthday!

It’s got to get better!
“I press toward the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” Phil. 3:14
DON’T MESS WITH KIDS!!!
A teacher was giving a lesson on the circulation of the blood.
Trying to make the matter clear, she said, “Now class, if I

I’m not fat….God gave me
airbags ‘cause I’m precious!

stood on my head, the blood, as you know, would run into it,
and I would turn red in the face.”
“Yes,” said the class.

WHOOPS!!!!!

“The rosebud on the altar this
morning is to announce the
birth of David Alan Belser, the
sin of Rev. & Mrs. Julius
Belser.”

“Then why is it that while I am standing upright in the
ordinary position the blood doesn’t run into my feet?”
A little fellow shouted, “Cause your feet ain’t empty.”
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Catholic
elementary school for lunch. At the head of the table was a
large pile of apples. The nun made a not, and posted on the

AN IRISH BLESSING
May your neighbors respect you,
Troubles neglect you,

apple tray”

Take only one. God is watching.

The angels protect you,

Moving further along the lunch line, at the other end of the

And Heaven accept you.

table was a large pile of chocolate chip cookies. A child had

May you have:
A world of wishes at your command

written a note:

Take all you want. God is watching the apples!

God and His Angels at your hand
Friends and family their love impart
And Irish blessings in your heart.

THE TIME TO RELAX IS WHEN YOU DON’T HAVE TIME FOR IT.

